Second Avenue Subway
Newsletter

Issue II – March 2012

Lexington Av / 63rd St Station Area
Construction News
Milestone:
The 72nd Street Station contractor has completed
major blasting associated with the new tunnel
connection to Lexington Av/63rd Street Station. The
blasting was occurring in the “horseshoe tunnel” and
“stub cavern” which curves west from 65th to 63rd
Streets (between Second and Third Avenues). There
is still some minor blasting to be completed, however,
all blasting should be completed by the third week of
March.

Work Hours:
MONDAY-FRIDAY: 7:00AM TO 10:00PM
SATURDAY: 10:00AM TO 7:00PM
Work is permitted underground 24 hours. Blasting
does not occur after 7:00 PM.
Crane hoisting steel to the underground work area at the northwest corner of 63rd
Street and Third Avenue

SURFACE

LEVEL

•

The contractor is beginning pre-construction work (surveys, installation
of monitors, digging of test pits, etc.) at the southeast corner of 63rd
Street and Third Avenue to begin constructing one of the four future
station entrances. In preparation of a work zone on this corner, the
contractor will be removing two trees (less than the originally planned
amount), on the north side of 63rd Street, in front of 205 West 63rd
Street.

•

Construction to build future station entrances at the northeast and
southwest corners of 63rd Street and Third Avenue will occur from midto late 2013, and should be complete in a few months.

•

Construction of the ancillary structure in the future station plaza (at the
northwest corner of 63rd Street and Third Avenue) is scheduled to begin
in the summer of 2013.

Construction activity on the lower platform progresses.

Underground
• Installation of temporary and permanent
structural steel on the mezzanine and station
platforms continues. This work will reframe
the underground station box in the vicinity of
63rd Street and Third Avenue to install four
new elevators, providing additional passenger
access to the Lexington Av/63rd Street Station.

Work on the upper platform underground continues.
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Project Overview
The Second Avenue Subway (SAS) project is New York City’s first major expansion of the subway system in over 60 years. The first phase of
the SAS project will provide service from 96th Street to 63rd Street as an extension of the existing Q Line train. Q Line service will divert
west along the 63rd Street line, stopping at the Lexington Av/63rd Street Station where riders can continue on the Q Line to Midtown/
Brooklyn, or transfer to the F Line.
This first phase of the project, when operational in
December 2016, will provide the following benefits:

•

Improved subway access for Manhattan’s East
Side, bringing transit service closer to those
who walk a long distance to the Lexington
4 5 6
Avenue                Line.

•

Reduced overcrowding and improved reliability
on the Lexington Avenue Line, the city’s most
heavily used subway line.

•

Improved subway access for people with
disabilities, as all new stations will be
in compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA).  

Future station entrance at the southeast corner of 63rd Street and Third Avenue

Station Overview
N

63rd Street
Station Upgrade
Contractor:
Judlau Contracting
Budget:
$185.3 Million
Award Date:
January 2011
Contract Forecast Completion:
May 2014
For community related concerns,
please contact Claudia Wilson at
claudia.wilson@2avesubway.com
or (212) 792-9716.

Overview map of future station entrances and ancillary structures at the Lexington Av/63rd Street Station

The new Lexington Av/63rd Street Station will have four new entrances at the intersection of 63rd Street and Third Avenue. Entrance 1
will provide two new street-level escalators, Entrances 3 and 4 will provide new staircases, and Entrance 2 will have a street-level ADA
accessible elevator. The station will also have four new elevators from the mezzanine to platform levels.
Work in this area is to reconstruct the existing Lexington Av/63rd Street Station, which involves excavation for the construction of an
entrance and ancillary buildings, removal and upgrade of the structural elements within the existing subway tunnel, and a traction power
connection to the Lexington Av/59th Street Station on the Q Line. This work should be completed by spring of 2014.

Follow the SAS project on the MTA website at: http://mta.info/capital/future/

